
AB 1706
Transit Bus Weight



Key elements of AB 1706 include:
• Restates the current state vehicle weight restriction 

for a bus (i.e. 20,500 lbs. on any one axle).

• Grandfathers any transit bus that exceeds the weight 
restriction purchased “pursuant to … a solicitation…
issued before January 1, 2013” – at least with 
respect to state roads and highways.

• Immediately restricts the operation of a transit bus 
that exceeds the federal weight limits on the 
Interstate highway system.



Key elements of AB 1706 include:
• Permits AC Transit to purchase a bus after January 

1, 2013, with a weight on any single axle in excess of 
20,500 lbs. if:
▫ The bus is the “same or lesser weight” than the bus 

being replaced (i.e. “like for like”); or
▫ The District is adding a “new fleet class into its 

inventory” (public hearing required to exercise this 
option).

• Does not grandfather any buses purchased pursuant 
to these two exceptions. These buses will be subject 
to the 20,500 lbs. weight restrictions as of January 
1, 2015, unless the state legislature takes further 
action.



The Problem
• Heavy transit vehicles damage the roadways.
▫ Sec. 1 (c)  However, as public transit ridership has 

increased, concerns arise about the long-term 
sustainability of the transportation network … namely, 
that the increased frequency of transit bus use 
disproportionately damages city streets, county roads, 
and the state’s highway and interstate systems, due to 
the pavement wear impact of heavy transit vehicles ….

• Some local law enforcement agencies have 
begun citing transit operators for vehicle weight 
violations.



District Vehicle Weights 
Sub Total Make Year Model Length Floor Type Series Width Height GVWR

Tag Axle 
Weight

Drive Axle 
Weight

Front Axle 
Weight

Tare 
Weight

Door 
Count

38 MCI 2000 D4500 45 High 6000 102 136 48,000 12,000 22,500 15,650 36,500 1

39 MCI 2003 D4500 45 High 6050 102 136 48,000 12,000 22,500 16,000 37,000 1

46 NABI 1998 416.09.0002 40 High 3000 102 127 40,000 N/A 26,000 14,600 28,700 2

52 NABI 1998 416.09.0003 40 High 3100 102 127 40,000 N/A 26,000 14,600 28,700 2

28 NABI 2000 40LFW‐07 40 Low 4000 102 125 40,000 N/A 26,000 14,650 28,800 2

40 NABI 2002 40LFW‐07 40 Low 4050 102 125 40,000 N/A 26,000 14,650 28,800 2

6 New Flyer 1996 D60HF 60 High 1900 102 120 66,400 26,000 26,000 14,400 3

51 Van Hool 2006 A300K 30 Low 5000 102 134 33,100 N/A 20,050 15,650 24,000 2

39 Van Hool 2009 A300K 30 Low 5100 102 134 32,600 N/A 20,050 15,650 24,000 2

102 Van Hool 2003 A330 40 Low 1000 102 122 40,800 N/A 26,650 14,780 28,000 3

27 Van Hool 2008 A300L 40 Low 1200 102 134 39,650 N/A 24,000 15,650 29,000 2

12 Van Hool 2010 A300LFC 40 Low FC 102 137 31,000 2

56 Van Hool 2003 AG300 60 Low 2000 102 134 56,650 15,650 25,350 15,650 39,000 4

10 Van Hool 2006 AG300 60 Low 2100 102 134 56,650 15,650 25,300 15,650 39,000 3

14 Van Hool 2006 AG300 60 Low 2150 102 134 56,650 15,650 23,350 15,650 39,000 4

9 Van Hool 2009 AG300 60 Low 2190 102 134 56,700 15,650 25,300 15,650 40,000 3



The Realities
• AB 1706 recognizes that transit buses have 

“become heavier” since the current weight limit 
was established in 1976 due to:
▫ Requirements of new state and federal laws;
▫ Heavier fuel tanks for alternative fuels; and
▫ Wheelchair lifts and other safety equipment required 

to transport disabled passengers.

• AB 1706 also recognizes that “it is vital” to allow 
transit vehicles to continue to operate “without 
interruption due to the state’s outdated transit 
bus weight limitations.”



The Solution
• Grandfathering existing buses that violate the 

state weight requirements.

• Greater awareness by state regulators about the 
effects of their actions:
▫ Gov. Code § 11343.3 “… a state agency that is required 

to promulgate administrative regulations … shall take 
into account vehicle weight impacts and the ability of 
vehicle manufacturers or vehicle operators to comply 
with laws limiting the weight of vehicles.”



The Solution (cont’d)

• Encouraging bus manufacturers to change how 
they do build buses.
▫ Sec. 1(h)  It is the intent of the Legislature that bus 

manufacturers move towards producing lighter buses 
that would comply with state and federal law in order 
to prevent the damage that overweight buses cause to 
California’s system of local streets and roads, which 
themselves are deteriorating due to maintenance and 
rehabilitating funding shortfalls.



Going Forward
• All of our current fleet, and the 104 buses we are 

schedule to purchase next year, will be exempted 
– at least on state roads – from the weight 
requirements.

• The “outdated” weight restriction remains on the 
books – the problem has only been deferred for 
two years.

• A balance between regulatory requirements and 
manufacturing realities will have to be struck or 
this problem will never be resolved.



Federal Limitations
23 US Code §127. Vehicle weight limitations—

Interstate System
a) In General.—
(1) … vehicles with a weight of twenty thousand 

pounds carried on any one axle …. 



Temporary Exemption
23 US Code §127 …
(1) Temporary exemption.—The second sentence of section 127 of title 23, United States 
Code, relating to axle weight limitations … shall not apply, for the period beginning on 
October 6, 1992, and ending on October 1, 2009, to …
(B) any vehicle that is regularly and exclusively used as an intrastate public agency transit 
passenger bus.
(2) State action.—
(A) Weight limitations.—For the period beginning on the date of enactment of this 
subparagraph [Nov. 30, 2005] and ending on September 30, 2009, a covered State, 
including any political subdivision of such State, may not enforce a single axle weight 
limitation of less than 24,000 pounds ….

23 CFR § 658.17 Weight.
(k) Any over-the-road bus, or any vehicle which is regularly and exclusively used as an 

intrastate public agency transit passenger bus, is excluded from the axle weight limits in 
paragraphs (c) through (e) of this section until October 1, 2009. Any State that has 
enforced, in the period beginning October 6, 1992, and ending November 30, 2005, a 
single axle weight limitation of 20,000 pounds or greater but less than 24,000 pounds 
may not enforce a single axle weight limit on these vehicles of less than 24,000 lbs.



QUESTIONS


